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 Hank Aaron, Baseball Player 

 Ralph Abernathy, Civil Rights Activist 

 Marian Anderson, Opera Singer 

 Maya Angelou, Poet 

 Louis Armstrong, Musician 

 Arthur Ashe, Tennis Player 

 Ella Baker, Activist 

 Benjamin Banneker, Astronomer, Mathematician 

 Amiri Baraka, Writer/Activist 

 Romare Bearden, Artist 

 James Beckwourth, Explorer 

 Guion Bluford, Astronaut 

 Ruby Bridges, Civil Rights Activist 

 Gwendolyn Brooks, Writer 

 Ashley Bryan, Children’s Writer/Illustrator 

 Ralph Bunche, Diplomat 

 Anthony Burns, Abolitionist 

 Stokley Carmichael, Civil Rights Activist 

 G.W. Carver, Scientist 

 Charles Chestnutt, Writer 

  Paul Laurence Dunbar, Writer 

 Katherine Dunham, Dancer/Anthropologist 

 Duke Ellington, Musician 

 Althea Gibson, Tennis Player 

 James Farmer, Civil Rights Activist 

 Mary Fields, Cowgirl 

 Alex Haley, Writer 

 Fannie Lou Hammer, Civil Rights Activist 

 Lorraine Hansberry, Playwright 

 Matthew Henson, Explorer 

 Zora Neal Hurston, Writer 

 Mahalia Jackson, Gospel Singer 

 Daniel Chappie James, Military General 

 Robert L. Johnson, Businessman 

 Jacob Lawrence, Artist 

 Walter Dean Myers, Author 

 A. Philip Randolph, Civil Rights Activist 

 Paul Robeson, Actor 

 Wilma Rudolph, Track Athlete 

 Maggie Walker, Entrepreneur 
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African American History: 

Non-Fiction Selections 

 

Great Reference Resources for Black 

Biographies…. 
 (These Books can only be used in the Library. Copy machines are 

available.) 

Nine Black American Doctors by Robert C. 

Hayden & Jacqueline Harris.  Addisonian Press, 

1976.  Ref. J 920 

Black Stars: African American Entrepreneurs 

by Jim Haskins. Wiley & Sons, 1998. Ref. J 920 

Pioneers of Discovery editor Richard Rennert. 

Chelsea House, 1994. Ref. J 920 

African Americans Who Were First by 

Joan Potter and Constance Claytor.  

Cobble Hill, 1997. Ref. J 920 

Facts on File Encyclopedia of Black Women in 

America Vol. 1-11 Edited by Darlene Clark 

Hine.   Facts on File 1997. Ref. J 920 

Contemporary Black Biography.   Facts on 

Thomas Gale, 2009.  Ref. J 920 

Extraordinary People of the Harlem  

Renaissance by P. Stephen Hardy & Sheila 

Jackson Hardy.  Children’s Press, 2000.   

Ref. J 700 

Blacks in Science: Astrophysicist to Zoologist 

by Hattie Carwell,.  Exposition Press, 1977.  

Ref. J 920 

Freedom Facts and First: 400 Years of the  

African  American civil rights experience  

by Jessie Carney Smith & Linda T. Wynn.  

Visible Ink, 2009.  Ref. J 323.4 Smith 

Freedom Walkers: The Story of 

the Montgomery Bus Boycott by 

Russell Freedman  (2006).   

Grade 4-6.  J 323.1 FRE 

To the Mountaintop: My  

Journey Through the Civil 

Rights Movement by Charlayne 

Hunter-Gault (2012).  

Grade 6 & up.  J 323.4 HUN 

 

Spies of Mississippi by Rick Bowers

(2010). Grade 7 & up. 

J323.1 BOW 

Birmingham 1963: How a  

Photograph Rallied Civil Rights 

Support by Shelley Tougas 

(2011). Grade 5 & up. 

J 323.1 TOU 

Liberty or Death: The  

Surprising Story of Runaway 

Slaves Who Sided with the  

British During he American 

Revolution by Margaret  

Whitman Blair (2010).  

Grade 5 & up.  J 326 BLA 

Heart and Soul: The Story of 

America and African  

Americans by Kadir Nelson 

(2011). Grade 3 & up.  

J 973.04 NEL 

When Children Marched: The 

Birmingham Civil Rights  

Movement  by Robert H. Mayer 

(2008). Grade 6 & up. 

 J 326 MAY 

North Star to Freedom: The 

Story of the Underground 

Railroad by Gena K. Gorrell 

(1996). Grade 5-8. J 973.7 

Hold the Flag High by  

Catherine Clinton, ill. Shane 

W. Evans (2005). Grade 3-6. 

J 973.7 CLI 

Sit In: How Four Friends 

Stood Up by Sitting Down by  

Andrea Pinkney, ill. Brian 

Pinkney (2010). Grade 3-6. 

J 323.1 PIN 

Ask our Librarians for More Great 

Selections 


